An Instructors Packet with some tools to Judge and Grade Altares
I use nine judges, at least four judges who have knowledge of Día de muertos.  The remaining judges are individuals who know nothing of this celebration and may be advanced Spanish students.

I hope this helps you arrange and prepare for a Día on your campus.

Prepared by Roberto A. Rodríguez

Día de muertos Event Coordinator

Northwest Vista College

San Antonio, Texas

Vocabulario útil para el Día de muertos, con el uso del presente progresivo y presente perfecto.
Tijeras – Scissors

Poemas – poems
Memorias -memories
Cinta adhesiva – Tape 
Flores – flowers
Comida - food
 
Velas – Candles

Rosado – pink

Morado – purple 


Amarillo – yellow

Goma – glue

Chocolate – chocolate


Noche - night


Golosinas – sweets
Celebración – celebration

Papel de china -  tissue paper

Veladora – bedside lamp, candle for a saint

Pétalos – petals

Hogueras – bonfires
Fotos – fotos
Juguetes – toys

Fotos – pictures
Favoritos(as) - favorites
-Presente progresivo – el verbo Estar + participio presente

Háganles preguntas a los estudiantes y que contesten en este tiempo.

¿Qué están haciendo? ¿Qué estás preparando?

Estoy cortando

Estás creando

Está pintando

Estamos preparando
Estáis haciendo
Están construyendo
Ahora a escribir cuatro oraciones en el presente progresivo. 

-Cuando han terminado sus altares se puede introducir el presente perfecto.

El verbo Haber + participio pasado.
Háganles preguntas a los estudiantes y que contesten en este tiempo.

¿Han terminado?  ¿Qué has hecho? 

He construido

Has pintado 

Ha cortado

Hemos terminado 

Habéis terminado

Han creado

Ahora a escribir cuatro oraciones en el presente perfecto. 
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                            Día de muetos preparation for the fall courses

Students may choose a group of participants, no more than four to a group.  Usually around the 4th week of school, this way the students are more comfortable in choosing partners.

Individual Altares are fine, it is tough on a single student because he or she does not have more eyes or ideas, but I still allow individual altars.

This project is worth 10 points towards the overall final grade in the course.

I use this event to fulfill the Cultural section of the course during the fall.  

México y Día  de muertos.  Una sincronización de dos Culturas España y México. 

Homework/manuals 
30
points

Lab 


10
points

Midterm 

10
points

Final Exam 

20
points

Class participation 
20 
points

Dia de muetos 
10
points

Total points 
           100

1st    
week of classes the students are introduced to Día de muetos.

2nd 
week; students are introduced the vocabulary used in Altares e.g., velas, incienso, fotos, etc., etc.

3rd
week; more history and vocabulary of the event.

4th
week; students pick their partners or inform instructor that they wish to work alone.  Students get together as a group to see who they would like to make an altar of.  They also fill out form with names, name of altar and what they will need to create altar.

5th 
week; the students are allowed a little bit of time to search for ideas online and I periodically show them past altars and give them web sites that I have visited so  that they have more information to help them prepare.

6th
week; depending on the schools schedule, the students are allowed approximately 2 full periods to prepare in the class room.  In my school this is about 4 hours, then maybe additional time in between now and the event.  This comes out to an additional hour or so.

The students are given guidelines on the size of their altar and I show them how large of

an area the may build on.  This is up to the instructor’s discretion, since the instructor

must coordinate where and when the altars are going to be displayed. 

Guía para calificar Altares
Un punto para cada artículo que se ha usado en el altar del grupo o individuo
Altar 1 ______________________ (nombre del altar)
___ Velas


___ papel picado
___ Incienso


___ zempasúchil o ___ caléndula


___ Agua



___ Altar o ___ sobre la mesa

___ Creatividad 

___ Originalidad 

 Significado religiosa (solo si se aplica) ___ Cruz      ___ la Virgen de Guadalupe

___ Rosario

___ Fotos

___ Comida

Altar 2  ______________________ (nombre del altar)
___ Velas


___ papel picado
___ Incienso


___ zempasúchil o ___ caléndula


___ Agua



___ Altar o ___ sobre la mesa

___ Creatividad 

___ Originalidad 

 Significado religiosa (solo si se aplica) ___ Cruz      ___ la Virgen de Guadalupe

___ Rosario

___ Fotos
___ Comida
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Día de muertos – Participant’s Evaluation                                                                                                                    

Nombre _____________________    Español 1411. ______ - 1412._______
        


Please fill-out the following information and answer the questions pertaining to you and your team members, please be honest and direct as possible.  Do not fill out this Evaluation in the presence of your partners; fill it out when you are alone. Return this evaluation to me in person and folded or E-mail me the form.  


Partners names:
1. _________________________



    
2. _________________________                              

                         
3. _________________________   




4. _________________________
In your judgment, which partner(s) participated the most, give examples (as in writing, translating, creating ideas and overall work of producing the presentation)?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Which partner(s) participated the least, give examples?  _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

How did you participate (explain your part or contribution)?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

How many points do you deserve? 

Circle one    10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1   0

How many points does each partner deserve?  Circle one
Partner 1       10    9    8    7    6    5    4    3    2    1    0
Partner 2       10    9    8    7    6    5    4    3    2    1    0

Partner 3       10    9    8    7    6    5    4    3    2    1    0

Partner 4       10    9    8    7    6    5    4    3    2    1    0
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Día de muertos links

1- http://www.monografias.com/trabajos10/dimue/dimue.shtml
Buena descripción y presentación de esta celebración en español 
2- http://www.guiamiguelin.com/mexico/dia_de_muertos.html
Estimado lectores: Esta próximo el mes de Noviembre y esto nos recuerda el día de muertos, las ofrendas y el Halloween. Les voy a platicar al estilo de Letty Gordon, un poco acerca de estas celebraciones:…

3- http://www.mexgrocer.com/10069.html  

Great bilingual page for Pan de Muerto - Mexican Bread of the Dead by EL MOLINO – Large

4- http://www.angelfire.com/co/olveritas/catalog17_0.html
Folklore store with Día de muertos theme.
5- http://www.sanmiguelguide.com/dia-de-muertos.htm
Eventos en San Miguel de Allende

6- http://html.rincondelvago.com/dia-de-muertos-en-mexico.html
Un programa de estudios de las tradiciones mexicanas. Cultura popular. Difuntos

7- http://www.laprensa-sandiego.org/archieve/november01-02/dia.htm                                 La Prensa San Diego – muy buena información.                                                              Por Mariana Martínez
“Para el habitante de Nueva York, Paris o Londres, la muerte es palabra que jamás se pronuncia porque quema los labios. El mexicano, en cambio, la frecuenta, la burla, la acaricia, duerme con ella, la festeja, es uno de sus juguetes favoritos y su amor más permanente. Cierto, en su actitud hay quizá tanto miedo como en la de los otros; mas al menos no se esconde ni la esconde; la contempla cara a cara con paciencia, desdén o ironía”.   Octavio Paz
8- http://hoover-web.lausd.k12.ca.us/pdf/How%20to%20make%20an%20altar.pdf           Las ofrendas en los altares de muertos – breve descripción.
9- http://www.folklorico.com/ponencias/noche-de-muertos.html
Ponencias - Instituto Cultural Raíces Mexicanas ‘Noche de muertos’.
10-

http://www.conviviobookworks.com/pages/Book%20of%20Days%20Catalog%20Dia%20de%20Muertos.html - Tienda folclórica artística de Día de muertos

11- http://www.globalgourmet.com/food/egg/egg1096/panmuert.html                                   Recipe for Day of the Dead bread.
12- http://www.inside-mexico.com/activities.htm
This space is intended for the exchange of classroom activities, projects and ideas for the Day of the Dead, submitted by teachers.

13- http://www.apples4theteacher.com/resources/print.php?sid=27
Integrating Mexican-American History and Culture into the Social Studies Classroom

INSIDE-MEXIOC.COM – Buenos links de la Cultura mexicana.

14- http://www.inside-mexico.com/calaveras.htm - Calaveras y Alfeñiques.
15- http://www.inside-mexico.com/titere.htm - Skeleton puppet.
16- http://www.inside-mexico.com/cocina3.htm - Recipe Pan de muerto.

17- http://www.inside-mexico.com/ofrenda.htm - la Ofenda

18- http://www.inside-mexico.com/posada.htm - José Guadalupe Posada, an ingenious artist, lived during one of the most turbulent times in Mexico.

19- http://www.inside-mexico.com/decorate.htm - Decorate a calavera

20- http://www.inside-mexico.com/calabaza.htm 

Calabaza en Tacha is another traditional dessert that is prepared during the Fiestas de Muertos.  It is very easy and delicious!
21- http://www.inside-mexico.com/cuento.htm - Day of the Dead story.

22- http://www.elpayaso.com/table.htm - Great site with a great presentation of this great celebration.
